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STAPLEFORD AERODROME (EGSG) 
PILOT BRIEFING 

 

Stapleford Aerodrome is a small, but busy GA aerodrome located under the 2500ft LTMA shelf, 
and nestled between the Stansted, London City and Southend Control Zones. The airspace 
around the aerodrome is a busy transit point in Uncontrolled Airspace, with large amounts of 
traffic operating within, above and around the ATZ, in both VMC and IMC. It is recommended to 
be on a LARS if operating in the area. The aerodrome itself is a busy field with flight school and 
private aircraft operations. GA fixed wing and helicopter, commercial and private traffic utilise the 
aerodrome. Stapleford Flight Centre is the flight school based at Stapleford Aerodrome and 
manages the administration of the aerodrome. 

Due to the complexity of the operations involved, it would be very much appreciated if you could 
read this briefing and try your best to adhere to its contents and its local flying procedures, as 
long as it does not compromise your safety or the safety of others. 

This document and its appendices will brief you on the following: 

1. PPR 
2. General and Fixed wing operations 
3. Helicopter Operations 
4. Other Considerations 

If in doubt about any of these procedures, please do not hesitate to ask for information on 
PPR by phone, or by RT if required, or visiting the Air-Ground operator’s room on the field. 

Due to the nature of the aircraft using the circuit, microlights (specifically paramotors and 
flex-wings) are not accepted as arriving or departing traffic at Stapleford, unless it is an 
urgent or emergency situation. 

We do hope this information proves useful and hope to welcome you to our aerodrome. 

1. PPR 
• PPR by telephone is MANDATORY for ALL visiting traffic. Please contact Stapleford 

Flight Centre through the main phone line: 01708 688380. 
• For privately operated fixed wing flights, please select option four “Air Traffic Control” 

to make your request. 
• For helicopter flights and all commercially operated flights, please select option one 

“General Enquiries” to make your request, and further processing. 
• If you require fuel uplift at Stapleford, please make this known on request at the first point 

of contact. 
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2. General and Fixed Wing Operations 

Joins 
• Make your initial call to Stapleford Radio (122.805 MHz) ideally at least 5 mins or 8NM 

before entering the ATZ, whichever is longer in time. You will be passed the aerodrome 
information which will include the QNH, which all traffic should operate to as their 
pressure setting due to the vertical proximity to the 2500ft LTMA and the nearby 
CTA/CTZs of Stansted and London City.  

• The standard arrival procedure is the overhead join. Initial join altitude is 1800ft (QNH). 
A descent to circuit altitude shall be made on the dead side, before joining crosswind at 
the circuit altitude or 1200ft (QNH). The close in, bad weather circuit altitude is 800ft 
(QNH). 

• An abbreviated overhead join may also be made if already approaching the ATZ from 
the dead side, if it is safe to do so. Once you have entered the ATZ from the dead side, 
announce “entering the ATZ and descending dead side” before descending to join 
overhead at circuit altitude on a crosswind direction. 

• Left Base joins may be conducted ONLY by commercial traffic or commercial training 
traffic. There shall be NO Left Base joins for any traffic on weekends or public 
holidays.  

• Other joins are non-standard and are positively DISCOURAGED due to the training 
nature of the operation at Stapleford Aerodrome, to increase spatial awareness for low 
experience pilots or solo students. 

• Traffic already established in the circuit has right of way over joining traffic. It is 
important to adhere to accurate position reports at the normal points during the join as 
well as in the circuit for increased spatial awareness. 

• When the 03 circuit is in use, the climb out of the runway takes up a north easterly track 
of 065⁰ for noise abatement. To avoid traffic departing or climbing in the circuit, please 
follow the mitigation procedure when joining the ATZ from the east by approaching 
south of and parallel to the M25 Motorway toward the ATZ to make an overhead join. 
This is shown in Appendix A. 

 

Circuit Pattern and Noise Abatement 
• All normal circuits are Left-Hand Patterns and flown at 1200ft (QNH). The close in, Bad 

weather circuits are Left-Hand Patterns as well but flown at 800ft (QNH) which should 
only be used if the cloud base is lower than 1200ft. The main circuit is runway 21 /03. 

• Extending downwind is positively DISCOURAGED due to the already large sized 
circuits and the possibility of traffic conflicts outside of the ATZ. Orbiting within the 
circuit is NOT ALLOWED.  

• The overviews of the circuit pattern and noise abatement areas applicable to each circuit 
are shown in Appendix B, C, and D.  Stapleford Aerodrome has very sensitive noise 
abatement areas encompassed within the ATZ and as such do receive complaints 
when Noise Abatement Procedures are not adhered to on departure and arrival. 



V1.0 HERTS AND ESSEX AERO CLUB LIMITED 05/05/2026 

Page 3 of 13 
 

Runways 
• Stapleford Aerodrome has two licenced parallel runways, 21L / 03R and 21R / 03L. The 

runways have a marked upslope in the 21 direction, and a marked downslope in the 03 
direction.  

• Both runways are grass, but runway 21L/03R has a paved insert on the first half of the 21 
side, which joins onto the paved taxiway. The rest of the runway is grass. 

• Generally, the prevalent runways in use are 21L and 03L. 21R and 03R are only used for 
Taking off and Landing when advised by aerodrome operations. Due to the proximity 
between the two runways, simultaneous parallel take-off/landing operations are NOT 
ALLOWED. The inactive parallel runway may be used to backtrack and taxi with caution. 

• During periods of “Hard Surface Only” operation in wet and damp weather, when the 
grass is too soft for movements, the paved insert should be used as the run available 
for take-off or landing only, and backtracking becomes the normal way to vacate onto 
the hard taxiway when required. This information will be passed to you on your initial call 
as “21L / 03R Hard", or “Hard Surfaces Only”. During busy periods, when landing on 21L, 
you may be requested by the air-ground operator to clear right and hold on the grass, to 
allow other traffic to land prior to you backtracking the hard surface. 

• At times twin engined school aircraft may prefer to taxi and backtrack the hard runway 
insert outside of this period and will need to be given priority. 

• When vacating 21L, vacate right onto the western taxiway. When vacating 03L, vacate 
right onto the hard surface of runway 21L. 

• The grass cross runway 28 / 10 is also available for use, with a left-hand circuit. It is 
unlicensed and shorter than the main runways, with high trees by the 28 threshold. 
When using these runways pilots shall vacate to the south, before crossing to the north 
when safe. These runways are available on request when there is no conflict with the 
established circuit traffic on the main runway which take priority. The circuit is shown in 
Appendix D for reference and noise abatement. 

• If required, Go-Arounds should be commenced NOT BELOW height 400ft AAL.  
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Taxy and Ground Operations 
• The layout of Stapleford Aerodrome means ground operations can become complex at 

times of high traffic. As such we ask pilots to keep a good lookout and radio watch. 
• When entering or crossing any of the runway, accurate reports should be made via 

radio, such as crossing, backtracking and taxying, for situational awareness. Due to 
multiple runways that could potentially be used, please include the runway identifier for 
situational awareness.  

• Visitor parking is typically on the south side of the of runway 28 / 10 or as guided by the 
air-ground operator. 

• Pilots and visitors must wear a high visibility jacket when airside.  
• The responsibility is on the pilot to navigate the aircraft on the ground, and the air-

ground operator may only give you guidance on where or how to proceed. However, 
as this is a busy ATZ and ground environment, there are preferred routings to and from 
the runways and preferred visitor parking positions to aid in efficient and safe flow of 
traffic. These are shown in Appendix E, F and G.  

• Visitors must not park on flying school parking or commercial parking stands. 
• Administration, booking in and out, and payment shall be made at main reception of 

Stapleford Flight Centre (Marked C). The flying school also contains flight planning 
facilities.  

• JetA1 and AVGAS is available on prior request, made with PPR, and will be coordinated 
with the air-ground operator. AVGAS is self-service at the fuel pumps, payment by credit 
card. For JetA1 you will receive directions to position for the JetA1 Bowser.  

 

Departure and checks 
• On initial call to Stapleford Radio (122.805MHz) you will be passed the aerodrome 

information.  
• Power Checks should be conducted near the holding points for runway 21, or close to the 

midpoint of the field near the runway intersections. (shown in Appendix F and G) During 
hard surface operations, power checks may be completed on the hard taxiway. Please 
take care to position away from buildings, other aircraft, vehicles and persons, 
considering high energy propeller wash. 

• When ready and holding for departure, pilots shall keep a good lookout, check final 
approach for landing traffic before announcing “ready for departure, lining up” and 
proceeding.   

• If turning away from the circuit direction on climb out for departure, please make the 
call “Non-standard right-hand turnout”, for situational awareness.   

• Pilots should follow the departure instructions and flight paths as shown in Appendix B, 
C, and D,  taking into account the noise abatement areas. 
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3. Helicopter Operations 
• PPR must be obtained from reception 
• Aerodrome information will be passed on first contact. Stapleford has a busy ATZ 

environment with large amounts of general and training fixed wing traffic in the active 
circuit. A good look out and radio watch is vital. 

• Helicopter arrivals and departures should follow the designated arrival and departure 
routes for noise abatement shown in Appendix H. The preferred join is from the west.  

• Operating Height within the ATZ is 500ft AGL. 
• The preferred landing area is the Runway 10 threshold or the main fixed wing circuit 

runway thresholds of 21 / 03. The established fixed wing circuit may also be utilised.  
• The main runways for fixed wing traffic are runway 21 / 03, however runways 28 / 10 may 

also be used by fixed wing traffic at times.   
• Once stable, helicopters can park on the south side of runway 28 / 10, or as guided by the 

air-ground operator. 
• JetA1 and AVGAS is available on prior request, made with PPR, and will be coordinated 

with the air-ground operator. AVGAS is self service at the fuel pumps, payment by credit 
card. For JetA1 you will receive directions to position for the JetA1 Bowser.  

4. Other Considerations 
• The aerodrome is in a busy patch of airspace so please always keep a good lookout and 

radio watch. 
• Please keep in mind there are a lot of potential runway crossing movements, please 

EXERCISE CAUTION, make appropriate calls and keep a good lookout and radio 
watch. 

• Please make accurate position reports when required to increase all airspace user’s 
situational awareness. 

• Stapleford Aerodrome is a training field, with a wide range of pilots, experience and 
conditions, so please consider that student and low hour pilots may not be flying 
procedures accurately all the time. 

• On both main runways when the wind is westerly, windshear may be encountered on 
short final. 

• Please EXERCISE CAUTION when on approach to, and on the ground near the 03L / R 
thresholds, as there is a public path across the thresholds, and large farm vehicles and 
pedestrians may be encountered crossing. 

• A multitude of operations do intersect into the ATZ, such as pipeline inspection 
helicopters (at low level), survey aircraft, emergency service aircraft may conflict with the 
defined circuit and procedure flight paths. Please GIVE WAY to transiting Police or 
HEMS Helicopters on task in the ATZ, as designated by an “Alpha” suffix in their 
callsign. 
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5. APPENDICES 
A. Arrival from the East when Runway 03 is in use 
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B. Runway 21 Circuit Procedures 
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C. Runway 03 Circuit Procedures 
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D. Runway 28/10 Circuit Diagrams 
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E. Visitor parking and recommended taxy toward departure areas and fuel 
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F. Preferred Taxying Runway 21L Operations 
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G. Preferred Taxying Runway 03L/R Operations 
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H. Helicopter Entry and Exit Routes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Helicopter pilots should follow the routes shown above, unless required to conform 
to the fixed wing circuit. 

• Operating height within the ATZ is 500ft AGL 
• Avoid overflying the shaded areas, the nursery and house at each end of Runway 10 / 

28 
• Avoid overflight of Abridge, Lamborne, Curtismill Green, and Stapleford Abbots at all 

times. 


